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Serving Indo-American Community of Greater Houston

We want deeper sincerity of motive, a greater courage in speech and earnestness in action.

— Sarojini Naidu

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
ICC wishes you Peace & and Prosperity for 2012.
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ICC NEWS

ICC General Body Meeting passes the By Laws on December 26th
ICC- India House signs landmark MoU on January 3rd. ICC
Board unanimously elected New Executive Team 2012 on Janu-
ary 4th.

The newly elected board members are: President Rajiv Bhavsar, Vice
President P V Patel, Secretary Jasmeeta Singh, Treasurer Harshad
Patel.

For more information check www.icchouston.org and our next
month Newsletter

Executive Board and Election Officers

GENERAL BoODY MEETING

The 38th Annual General Body Meeting of
India Culture Center, Houston (ICC) was conducted
on December 11th Sunday at India House. The General
Body Meeting was presided by President Col Raj
Bhalla who addressed the gathering of over 80+ atten-
dees. In his remarks he spoke about year round events
of ICC. He spoke about “ the India Fair, Hasya Kavi
Sammellan, Leaders Conference, India Fest, Eid Milan
Celebrations, Diwali Celebrations being the Signature
events of ICC which were well attended, well appreci-
ated and supported by the Community.”

He also spoke about the partnering events
with various other Associations which were significant
and in continuing tradition of ICC. He also updated
the General Body about the Relief efforts and funding
made by ICC for a cancer battling student, the Japan
Tsunami victims and also the victims of Wild fire of
Bastrop. He ended his message with some guided

pointers to the New Board of 2012 so that the oldest
premier organization in Houston can revitalize.
Thereafter the Elections to the Board were con-
ducted. The Election Commission officers were Dr
Satish Jhingran, Koshy Thomas and Ashok Dhingra.
There were 15 contestants who ran for the 10 avail-
able positions for the Board at Large. There were 57
valid votes cast and after conducting the elections
very smoothly and professionally; the Election Offi-
cers announced the results. The following Directors
were elected for 2 year term: Rajiv Bhavsar, Ramesh
Cherivirala, Sridhar Dadi, Manisha Mehta, Hemant-
kumar Patel, Devesh Pathak, Nirmala Vale and
Mahesh Wadhwa. The following Directors were
elected for 1 year term: Prasad Kalva and Nirmala
Keshu Patel.For more details visit
www.icchouston.org
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ICC AND IHA - HINDI DIVAS

.The purpose of the event was to celebrate ‘Hindi Divas’ in a way
that Hindi is promoted....the culture is kept alive through language.

Some of these poets/ reciters were from a past era when they used
to do such things in town although on a much smaller scale( usually at
someone’s home). They seemed to be thrilled with this revival and
chance to read their poems. Our annual event Kavi-sammelan when we
invite three prominent poets from India is scheduled to be on 29th April.
Sangeeta Pasrija is the President of Houston Chapter of International
Hindi Association since January 2007. Swapan Dhairyawan joined as
the very first Life member and on the Board since the inception of ICC-
IHA joint venture. Bobby Singh is a member of our board.Rafi Ansar and
Rajiv Bhavsar are our team members from ICC (coordinators provided
by ICC since 2008).

There were approx. 130 attendees. The certificates was awarded by
the Past President of ICC Dr. Satish Jhingran and current President of
Pratham, Houston Mr. Swatantra Jain.

We would like to say that for the first attempt of bringing local poets
on stage it was very well liked program. I've taken many phone calls
since then asking and requesting to do such events more frequently.
There is a sect of hindi lovers who would really like to revive our culture
through the medium of language by hosting such kavi-goshthis locally.
As the Chair of IHA Houston, it is my responsibility to promote Hindi
and so it was one attempt to do so in celebration of “Hindi Divas”.

India Culture Center Houston (ICC) and International Hindi Asso-
ciation (IHA) Houston Chapter celebrated Hindi Diwas on December 9th
Friday at Madras Pavillion, Sugar Land. “Kavita ki Shaam”- an Evening

INDIA FAIR

ICC will be celebrating the 63rd Republic Day on January 29,
2012. The event will be dedicated to senior citizens. It will
begin at 11 am and end at 7 pm. There will be many exciting
cultural programs, an awards ceremony for high school stu-
dents and other attractions. The main evening program will
be a college dance team competition. Some of the best teams
in Texas will be there; come to support them!

of Poetry was attended by over 125 Hindi lovers. This was the first such
attempt by ICC & IHA to put up a Local talent Hindi poetry recitation day.
“Hindi” language was adopted in the Indian Constitution as a National
Language and September 16th is celebrated world wide as “Hindi Diwas”

-Program coordinators were Sangeeta Pasrija & Swapan Dhairyawan.
Sangeeta gave the Welcome Address and the brief of the IHA Houston
Chapter. Swapan Dhairyawan did the Vote of Thanks. Sumptuous Dinner
to attendees was catered between 7 to 8pm. Program started at 8.10pm
with local 12 poets .

Participants were Om Gupta, Usha Mehra, Krishan Sharma, K D
Upadhaya, Nausha Asrar, Sangeeta Pasrija, Fateh Ali Chatur, Sanjay So-
honi, Swapan Dhairyawan Arun Prakash, Ramesh Dwivedi & Dr Kamlesh
Lulla. This team of dozen poets kept the audience in awe for almost the
next 2 hours with their Poetry skills.

The poets presented Bhakti ras, Shringar ras, Veer ras and Vyang ras
poetry. The oorja (energy) level at the event was throughout maintained by
the quick witted Emcee Abha Dwivedi. At the end the poets were awarded
certificates. Dr Satish Jhingran & Swatantra Jain did the honors. ICC and
IHA have been conducting Annual Hasya Kavi Sammellan since 2008. The
next Annual event is scheduled for April 29th Sunday 2012 at India House.
The program was appreciated by all and was a resounding success.

Local poets with ICC and
IHA Board Members

The above high-school student award nomination form can be
download from www.icchouston.org
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FI1S-18TH ANNUAL ML K PARADE

The Foundation for India Studies (FIS ) is pleased to announce our
participation in the annual Martin Luther King Jr. 2011 Parade,
which will take place on January 17th. The event will be televised live
on Channel 13 with an expected viewership of 5 Million.

FIS being an educational body is particularly interested in support-
ing the 2011 MLK parade organization because its theme this year
high lights the importance of bridging the gap in higher education.
FIS would be grateful, if you could publicize this event among your
friends and members of your organization that you belong to and
encourage them to join us in the parade which would take place un-
der the banner of the Foundation for India studies(FIS).

We would hope to see a turn out of at least one hundred walkers
from our greater Indo-American community. There is no fee for indi-
vidual volunteer walkers to participate, which has already been paid
for by FIS.

All that is required of the volunteers is to show up in warm clothing
at the assembly point on the morning of January 17th. at 9.am. and
participate in the colorful parade waving hands to and receiving ac-
colades from the spectators which would last for about 2.5 hours on a
2.5 mile Parade Route.[Further details are given below].

Please let me know if you and your organization can help FIS with
volunteer walkers to participate in this great annual event. We are
not asking for money.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call me .

Krishna Vavilala
713-795-5169

SHRADDHAANJALI

We can continue our collaboration with ICC
to bring all organizations together in honoring and remember-
ing Gandbhi ji at the same time learning from 's values. It will be
our pleasure to have you and members of ICC also join with
their families in this event.

The program is scheduled for Saturday, Jan, 28th,
from 3:30pm -5:00pm to be held in entirety at Unity of Hous-
ton, (2929 Unity Drive). The theme is sharing of experiences
about Gandhiji's teachings and values.
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For Sponsorships
Contact:

Swapan Dhairyawan
281-382 0348

Veena Ponnaganti
281-323 9515

EWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Veena Ponnaganti
Rafi Ansar

Swapan Dhairyawan

We're on the Web!
See us at:

www.|CCHouston.org

Disclaimer: ICC Houston re-
tains the right to edit articles,
news as necessary to correct er-
rors, grammar and to comply
with space constraints.

Good Morning Houston
Listen to us on the Radio

At 1110 AM

Every Sunday 11 — 12 AM

PRATHAM USA

Pratham presents a play in English, A
Tryst With Destiny. The event is on Janu-
ary 21st, 2012. Proceeds go towards edu-
cating underprivileged children in India.
Refer to the flyer to the right for further
details.

ABOUT OUR ORGANIZATION...

ICC (India Culture Center) was incorporated in June 1973. ICC is a non-profit and secular organization,
serving as a coordinating link among all major Indian Organizations and Individuals of Indian origin
living in the Greater Houston and surrounding areas, on issues of common interest and concern.

ICC Annual Events

® Celebrate India's Republic Day

®  Celebrate India's Independence Day

® (Celebrate Birthday of Mahatma Gandhi

® Hold an ICC Day and/or ICC Family Night

®  Conduct a variety of Sports activities

®  Grant awards and scholarships in various areas of achievement

® | eaders Conference involving all major Indo-American organizations
Conduct Kavi Sammelan to promote Hindi, the National Language
ICC Special Events

®  Raise Funds for charitable purposes
®  Host Indians dignitaries and India's supporters abd well-wishes

® Hold Special Theme Events, Festivals and Parades to promote goodwill and understanding between
India and America

® Undertake Special to promote India and Indians

®  Publish a periodic Newsletter or e-magazine to disseminate information of common interest to the
community

® Conduct Voter education and Registration activities

®  Participate and encourage participation in the mainstream American Community
Hold Workshops such as Job Fairs, Immigration, Safety and Security Seminars for the benefit of the
Community
INDIA CULTURE CENTER
Houston, Texas
Non-Profit Organization
Fed ID: 23-7310597




